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15th ANNUAL VAIL JAZZ FESTIVAL SERVES UP LATIN, SWING & CLASSIC JAZZ 
Talented artists, stunning venues promise jazz paradise in cool Rocky Mountains 
 
August 27, 2009 – Vail, Colorado – The Vail Jazz Festival returns with over 29 live jazz concerts in 
and around Vail this summer.  The Festival culminates with the annual Vail Jazz Party, at 24 hour 
celebration of jazz, which this Labor Day weekend returns to its former home at the Vail Marriott 
Mountain Resort in Lionshead. 

“If you like traditional jazz, swing, Latin jazz, or the American Songbook, you won’t be disappointed 
this summer,” said Howard Stone, chairman and artistic director for the Vail Jazz Foundation.  “We’ve 
mixed it up with a variety of jazz styles, and our venues bring together great jazz talent with 
spectacular settings.” continued Stone. 

JAZZ AT THE MARKET, JUNE 28 – AUGUST 30 

The festival begins on June 28 with the first of ten Jazz at the Vail Farmers’ Market concerts, 
Sundays at the Vail Jazz Festival stage from noon to 3:30pm, on Meadow Drive near Annie’s. Talent 
includes local favorites like Tony Gulizia Trio, Justin Allison Trio, Summit Jazz Consort, the Mile High 
Chapter Choir, and Kathy Morrow. 

JAZZ AT THE MARKET – remaining shows 
Sundays, Noon to 3:30pm 
Vail Jazz Festival stage on Meadow Drive outside Annie’s in Vail Village 
August 30 Tony Gulizia Trio 
MORE INFO: WWW.VAILJAZZ.ORG OR 970.479.6146 

 

JAZZ AT VAIL SQUARE IN LIONSHEAD, AUGUST 6 – SEPTEMBER 3 

Jazz at Vail Square returns to Lionshead on August 27 with the fourth of five free shows in an 
intimate tented venue outside the Arrabelle Hotel.   

Thursday, August 27:  Doug Wamble 
Acoustic guitarist, singer and composer Doug Wamble is known for his unique blend of jazz, gospel 
and blues.  Wamble, a native of Memphis, Tennessee, grew up on a steady diet of blues, gospel, 
country and R&B, bluegrass, rock and jazz – and his unique musical style reflects this diversity.  
Wamble is joined by pianist Roy Dunlap, bassist Jeff Hanley and drummer Peter Miles.   The quartet 
has performed at venues including London Jazz Festival, Berlin Jazz Festival, Tanglewood and 
Monterey Jazz Festival. 
 
Thursday, September 3:  Clayton Brothers Quintet and VJF All-Stars 
Lead by Grammy winner and bassist John Clayton, this highly acclaimed jazz group includes 
saxophonist Jeff Clayton, pianist Bill Cunliffe, Terell Stafford on trumpet, and Lewis Nash on drums.  
The Quintet also serves as educators for the Vail Jazz Workshop, an intensive ten day clinic for 12 of 
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the finest high school-aged jazz musicians in the country.  Their unique learning experience 
culminates with their performance with the Clayton Brothers Quintet in Vail Square on September 3. 
 
VAIL JAZZ PARTY: LABOR DAY WEEKEND SEPTEMBER 3 – 7 

The Vail Jazz Party will welcome back some 2008 crowd pleasers: tenor saxophonist Joel Frahm and 
trombonist Wycliffe Gordon, who played with the Columbus Jazz Orchestra at the Ford Amphitheater 
in 2008.  Also back by popular demand: Benny Green, a one-of-a-kind pianist, alto saxophonist 
Antonio Hart, and B-3 organist Tony Monaco.  Colorado’s own Dave Corbus will be playing blues 
guitar, while groups Ann Hampton Callaway and her trio and the Jeff Hamilton Trio return to once 
again wow concert goers with their range and finesse.    The Clayton Brothers Quintet will be a major 
force at the Jazz Party, as will the Brian Lynch Quintet.  Pianist Bill Cunliffe will present a multi media 
salute to trumpet legend Freddie Hubbard.  

The Vail Jazz Party offers something for everyone – including two special sessions not to be missed: 
the Mile High Chapter Choir will share their soulful gospel sound outside in the Vail Square tent in 
Lionshead on Sunday, September 6, where they will be followed by an afternoon session of jammin’ 
jazz featuring a variety of Jazz Party musicians.   

Tickets, Lodging and More Information 
 

Jazz at the Market, Jazz at Vail Square  
For all free series, seats are available on a first come, first served basis.   
 
Vail Jazz Party 
Tickets to the Vail Jazz Party are $45/afternoon session, $55/evening session, or $350 for a VIP 
event pass.  Each session includes up to six different sets of musicians!  Tickets and passes are 
available for purchase through the Vail Jazz Foundation office at 970.479.6146, or 888-VAILJAM 
(824-5526).  Lodging is offered at host hotel Vail Marriott Mountain Resort with rooms starting at 
$129/night: Call 800.648.0720 and mention ‘Vail Jazz’ to make your reservation. Early booking 
discounts are available for tickets and lodging, and both will be available for online purchase in 
July. 
 

About the Vail Jazz Foundation 
 
The VJF is a 501 c 3 non-profit organization whose mission is to perpetuate jazz through live 
performances that showcase the artistry and talent of great jazz musicians, and through jazz 
education, with a focus on young musicians and young audiences.  By taking jazz into the schools, 
the VJF creates an awareness of this great art form to nurture audiences of the future and future jazz 
musicians. 
 
Brought to you by: 
 
Sponsors of the Vail Jazz Foundation include the Town of Vail, Alpine Bank, Alpine Party Rentals, 
The Arrabelle, BBE Sound, Colorado Mountain Express, Ella Fitzgerald Charitable Foundation, Hertz, 
United Way Eagle River Valley, Vail Daily, Vail Resorts. In kind sponsors include Alpin Aire, Colorado 
Mountain Express – Official Transportation Provider, Hertz, Jack FM, KZYR – The Zephyr 97.7 FM, 
KUVO-Jazz89.3 FM, KVBA-TV8, Plum TV, Rocky Mountain Reprographics and many other 
businesses and private donors for whose support we are very, very grateful. 
 
For more information, contact: 
Mia Vlaar, The Vail Jazz Foundation, 970.479.6146, vjf@vailjazz.org, or visit us online at 
www.vailjazz.org 
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