
 

NE W S R E L E ASE  

F OR  I M M E DI AT E  R E L E ASE  

Pr ess C ontact:  C hr istine B . C ar lson, 970-479-6146 

T H E  T E NT H  ANNUAL  V AI L  J AZ Z  F E ST I V AL  C UL M I NAT E S W I T H  T H E  L AB OR  DAY  
W E E K E ND PAR T Y  

AUGUST  3, 2004 – V AIL , CO – T he V ail Jazz Foundation’ s (V JF) twelve-week long summer jazz 
festival wraps up with the T enth Anniversary Celebration of the V ail Jazz Festival’ s L abor Day Weekend 
Friday September 3-6, 2004. T his internationally acclaimed event features the world’ s greatest jazz 
musicians in over 24 hours of music over L abor Day Weekend. Hosted at the V ail Cascade R esort &  Spa, 
the L abor Day Weekend Party brings together the best jazz musicians in the intimate, cabaret-style setting 
of the Cascade’ s Centennial B allroom for a blend of jazz music not found anywhere else.  

T his year’ s Party will continue the tradition of presenting an extraordinary lineup of great musicians – 
living legends and the young lions on the jazz scene today – in a unique format that is truly a “party”. In 
order to celebrate this very special anniversary year, the Party will include a Saturday evening Dinner, 
Dance and Show and a Sunday evening salute to the music and life of the great B illy Strayhorn with rare 
film clips of B illy, Duke E llington and his orchestra shown between sets. In addition, to highlight the 
accomplishments of past V JF Workshop students, five of them will return to V ail to be featured at the 
Party as the V JF Alumni B and. With over twenty-four hours of performances throughout the weekend 
(morning, noon and night), the audience and musicians are connected in a manner that consistently 
inspires great performances. T his year’ s line-up features: 

T he 10th Annual V ail Jazz Festival L abor Day Weekend Party 

Clayton B rothers Quintet: John Clayton, Jeff Clayton, T erell Stafford, B ill Cunliffe, L ewis Nash 

Cobb’ s Mob featuring Eric A lexander: Jimmy Cobb, E ric Alexander, R ichard Wyands, John Webber, 
Peter B ernstein 

B ill Cunliffe’ s Salute to B illy Strayhorn 

Mile High Chapter Choir 

Hilton R uiz L atin Jazz All-Stars featuring Dave V alentin: Hilton R uiz, Dave V alentin, Geoff B rennan, 
Steve B errios, Mike Mossman  

V JF Alumni B and: Gerald Clayton, Matthew Weber, Obed Calvieri, T im Green, K eyon Harrold 

John Altman 

Dena DeR ose 

B arbara Morrison 



Ann Patterson 

Wally “Gator”  Watson 

Matt Wilson 

R euben Wilson 

Sessions are scheduled as follows in the Cascade Centennial B allroom: 

September 3 - Friday 7:30 pm 

September 4 - Saturday 12 Noon 

September 4 – Saturday 6:00 pm* 

*Anniversary Dinner, Dance &  Show 

September 4 - Saturday 8:30 pm 

September 5 - Sunday 10:00 am 

September 5 - Sunday 1:00 pm  

September 5 - Sunday 8:00 pm 

September 6 - Sunday 12:00 Noon  

In addition, the V JF will once again organize its V ail Jazz Workshop for young jazz musicians. T welve 
scholarships have been granted to high school students who have distinguished themselves in their 
respective music programs at some of the best known high school jazz programs located throughout the 
United States. E ach year Workshop students are featured performers, along with their instructors, at the 
annual L abor Day Weekend Party. T heir attendance at the Party not only provides them with multiple 
performance opportunities but the opportunity to see, hear and interact with the world renowned jazz 
artists who perform at the Party. T his unique, intensive music residency is one of the country’ s leading 
jazz education programs.  

T he 2004 V ail Jazz Workshop Scholarship recipients will perform as the V ail Jazz All-Stars at the 
following times during the 10th Annual V ail Jazz Festival: 

- Saturday, September 4 at the L abor Day Weekend Party, V ail Cascade R esort and Spa at 3:30 pm – 
Cascade’ s Centennial B allroom 

- Sunday, September 5 at the L abor Day Weekend Party, V ail Cascade R esort and Spa at 4:30 pm – 
Cascade’ s Centennial B allroom 

T ickets for the L abor Day Weekend Party – a variety of ticketing options are available as follows: 

Patron’ s Pass $300  



Includes priority seating and access to all performances and functions Friday, September 3, through 
Monday, September 6, 2004 including: 10th Anniversary Celebration on Saturday, September 4, 2004 
beginning at 6 pm – cocktails, buffet dinner with entertainment and dancing, plus Saturday’ s E vening 
Performance; Friday’ s Opening Night Performance and Sunday’ s Gospel Prayer Meetin’ . 

Full Weekend Pass $250 

Includes priority seating and access to all performances and functions Saturday, September 4, through 
Monday, September 6, 2004 including: 10th Anniversary Celebration on Saturday, September 4, 2004 
beginning at 6 pm – cocktails, buffet dinner with entertainment and dancing, plus Saturday’ s E vening 
Performance; Friday’ s Opening Night Performance and Sunday’ s Gospel Prayer Meetin’ . 

Individual Sessions 

T ickets may be purchased for any session Friday, September 3 through Monday, September 6, 2004. 
Session tickets prices are as follows: 

E vening performances – Friday, September 3 and Sunday, September 5, 8:00 pm - $40; Saturday evening, 
September 4 (performance only) - $50. 

10th Anniversary Celebration – Saturday, September 4, 6:00 pm - $100; cocktails, buffet dinner with 
entertainment and dancing, plus Saturday’ s E vening Performance. 

Morning and Afternoon performances – September 4 at 1:00 pm, September 5 at 10:00 am &  1:00 pm 
and September 6, at 12 Noon - $35. 

T he 10th Annual V ail Jazz Festival is sponsored by Alpine B ank, B B E  Sound, Inc., City Market/T he 
K roger Foundation, Colorado Council on the Arts, Colorado Mountain E xpress - Official Transportation 
Provider, E lla Fitzgerald Charitable Foundation, K K CH Choice FM 92.3, K UV O 89.3 FM, K V B A T V 8, 
National Endowment for the Arts, T own of V ail, V ail Daily, and Y amaha. 

T he festival is presented by the V ail Jazz Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization (tax exempt under 
Sec. 501(c)(3) IR C) dedicated to the education and perpetuation of jazz.  

F or  mor e infor mation, contact:  

C hr istine C ar lson-T he V ail J azz F oundation 

P.O. B ox 3035, V ail, C O 81658 

1-888-V AI L J AM  (1-888-824-5526) email:  vjf@ vailjazz.or g website:  www.vailjazz.or g 

T his activity is suppor ted by a gr ant fr om the C olor ado C ouncil on the Ar ts. T he C olor ado C ouncil 
on the Ar ts and its activities ar e made possible thr ough an annual appr opr iation fr om the C olor ado 
G ener al Assembly and feder al funds fr om the National E ndowment for  the Ar ts. 
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